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31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9DD   Tel. 01223 812063 
 bottishamcsasc@gmail.com    www.bottishamsocialclub.co.uk 

Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club 

CAMRA CAMBRIDGE AND DISTRICT CLUB OF THE YEAR

PROPOSED CLUB REOPENING 
Following the road map issued by the Government we are proposing to reopen       

following Government guidelines. 

The following will be subject to the Government confirming these dates and guide-lines 
for opening. 

The AGM in these exceptional circumstances will be postponed until the law permits us 
to hold it on the premises. Any queries regarding this please email the Secretary at 

bottishamcsasc@gmail.com

MONDAY 12th APRIL 
The club will be reopening for outside table service only. 

Monday to Friday - 5pm to 8pm 
Saturday and Sunday - 12 noon to 8pm 

 

MONDAY 17th MAY 
The club will reopen with inside table service subject to Government 

guidance. 

Opening hours will be announced nearer the time. 

 

TAKEAWAY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Please refer to the website.  www.bottishamsocialclub.co.uk  for the 
latest  information. If you wish to be kept up to date with the latest 
news please email  bottishamcsasc@gmail.com with your email 

address and you will be added to the mailing list. 

 

RE-OPENING WITH PRE-LOCKDOWN PRICES 



The Cresset

April Issue 493
APRIL, A MONTH OF HOPE AND 
OPPORTUNITY, (WITH CAUTION 
AND SENSE) 

 
With the spring and summer coming it is good to see the numbers 

coming down and with more and more of us getting our first and indeed second jabs, a sense 
of freedom is in the air. Let’s hope we can enjoy the summer and catch up on all those things 
we have missed and see friends we have not been able to see for months. 

But there has been so much talked up about coming out of lockdown, that I fear we may 
lose our sense of responsibility.  

Protecting ourselves and more importantly our friends and neighbours requires us still to 
maintain the base rules by obeying the law, getting tested when needed; isolating when 
required, and following the ‘hands, face, space’ and ‘letting fresh air in’ guidance. 

I think I will still be happy to wear a mask when going into shops and crowded spaces. 
It may well become the future norm. 

In the magazine this month you will see details from lots of organisations, clubs and 
groups who will be getting ready to restart meetings and get togethers. Bowlers to bowl and 
gardeners to meet and decide on the planting for the season. Early days yet, but good to 
know they are getting ready. 

The Government guidance giving the stepped timetable going forward is available at:-  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-
response-spring-2021-summary  

The cover this month reminds us of April showers and is a great shot of a double rainbow 
over Bell Rd. taken by David Reeman. These kinds of local pictures are great to feature in 
our village magazine so do feel free to contribute. 

Last month’s Photo collage prompted a nice letter from Sylvia & Keith Millard. 
Memories coming back of Sylvia being born in one of the ‘Arch’ cottages then moving into 
the cottage attached to Tudor house, which was owned by Mr. Ernest Webb who had the 
Swan Pub and also ran a haulage business. Keith in the meantime was born in Bell Rd. in 
one of the ‘newly built’ council houses in Bell Rd. It is pleasing that our first two ‘lookback’ 
cover pictures have prompted such clear memories. 

Again, if these prompt memories for you then feel free to share them. I shall use some 
more pictures in the future. Perhaps pictures of the old police courthouse will jog a few 
memories and stories for some.   

It came as a great relief to many if not all that the application for the care home being 
built in the land behind the High St was turned down. The application itself highlighting 
just how skewed and fraught with pitfalls they can be. Loopholes a-plenty to be identified 
and closed. 

Different subject now. 

(continued on page 2.)
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(continued from page 1.)

I have edited The Cresset for about 15 years and have found it an enjoyable and involving 
task. I am sure there are some readers out there who would be interested in finding out what 
is involved and indeed to have a go at editing our village magazine. In the interest of 
continuity, it would be helpful to have somebody to take up the reigns when I finally hang 
up my boots. If you or somebody you know would be interested, then do please get in touch. 
The future of your village magazine depends on continuity of editorship. 

It is not an onerous task and can be made very much easier when one can use a computer 
and type (we have a dedicated Cresset laptop). Compositing and printing are professionally 
done and distribution is like a well-oiled machine with a great team of dedicated volunteers. 

If you would like to find out more, then email me at Bottishamcresset@gmail.com  

Services in the Anglesey Benefice
Holy Trinity, Bottisham is now open for private prayer during the day. Do come in to say a 
prayer and see the beautiful new flooring in the North Aisle. There are key staple foods in 
plastic boxes in the church porch and it is hoped that anyone in need will help themselves from 
these. Please use the hand sanitiser provided. 

Regular services of Holy Communion at 10.30 on Thursday mornings in St James’ Church 
Lode have restarted. We hope there will be live services in the other Benefice churches by 
Easter. Keep an eye on the Benefice website, www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk, for up-to-date 
information about where and when these might be. 

There continues to be an online service at 10.30 every Sunday morning, with a chance to 
socialise afterwards; and C by C, a contemplative service lasting about half an hour, is held 
online at 8 pm on the first Wednesday of each month. If you email 
admin@angleseygroupparishes.co.uk, the Zoom link will be sent to you. The link can also be 
used to join Bible study groups, prayer groups, and a coffee morning to chat every Thursday 
morning. 

These words from the Bible are always reassuring, and perhaps particularly so at the moment: 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
Sarah Maxwell 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 April.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset?  
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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Bottisham Community Library Association 
EARLY WARNING OF GOOD NEWS ABOUT REOPENING. 

Our plans for opening the Community library have been agreed with the College for Tuesday 
18th May but it is still dependent on Government backing and we also have to be sure we 
comply with all the necessary rulings in place then. When we open we shall keep to the 
following times. 

TUESDAYS 6.00 -8.00, THURSDAYS 3.00-5.00 and SATURDAYS 10.00 – 1200 
We assume we will be fully back in business by September. We hope too to have the 

community computers and photocopying machines back in use as soon as we can. I hope to 
have definite news in the next magazine issue. 

Some volunteers are going into the Library during the Easter holidays to check our large 
supply of donated books and jigsaws and put them on the system ready for you to borrow. 

Thank you to those who have contacted us about donating good quality books, we shall be 
pleased to have them soon. We have plans for another Triangle book sale in the early summer. 

Life is slowly returning to “normal” and we look forward to seeing our existing borrowers 
and some new faces. 

Sylvia Overton 
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District Councillors’ Report

The impending retirement of Dr Liz Robin, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Director of 
Health. On behalf of the Members and Officers of the Council, the Chairman thanked Dr 
Robin for all her pandemic-related work and wished her well for her forthcoming 
retirement. We would like to add our thanks to Dr Robin for all the work she and her team 
have done over the years, and especially throughout the Covid pandemic. 

Council approved the budget for 2021/22 and the Medium Term Financial Strategy 
through to 2024/25. The East Cambs element of the Council Tax is frozen for 2021/22 but 
will rise by over 3.5% in 2022/23 and by the maximum amount allowed in the subsequent 
years. Despite these Council Tax rises, the Council is forecasting a budget shortfall of over 
£4 million from 2023/24. We supported an unsuccessful amendment which would have 
given financial support to local businesses recovering from Covid  and carried out a 
consultation on leisure and recreation provision across the district as well as raising Council 
Tax more gradually and reducing the budget shortfall below £4 million.  

Although the District Council’s share of the Council tax is frozen, your Council tax bills 
will rise because the bill sent by the District Council covers the County Council, Police and 
Fire services and your Parish Council – many of these other bodies have increased their 
Council tax charges. If you are finding it difficult to pay your Council tax, you 
may be eligible for reductions or exemptions. There is a list at 
www.angliarevenues.gov.uk/services/counciltax/reductions/index.cfm. Or you can get 
advice from Citizens Advice or by contacting John john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk or 
Charlotte – charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk  

There was cross-party support for a motion in support of the proposed Fens Biosphere. 
(Biosphere Reserve status is awarded by UNESCO to unique and valuable landscapes.) 
Biosphere status can bring people and organisations together to develop a shared vision for 
the future of the Fens. It will support better management of the natural capital of the Fens, 
create a sense of connectedness to the Fens, and contribute to a sense of place and better 
quality of life. Charlotte had to declare an interest in this and not vote or take part in the 
discussions because she works for the local Wildlife Trust, who are a partner in the project. 

The administration passed a motion calling for the A1123 to be down graded to a B road. 
We did not support this motion because evidence from across the country shows that 
changing from an A road to a B road does not lead to any reduction in traffic or speeds, but 
it does lead to a reduction in road maintenance funding from central government. In this 
case, we would lose £250,000 a year putting yet more pressure on a budget which is already 
struggling to fund adequate road maintenance. 

It was confirmed that the Council has a 7 year land supply and therefore our development 
envelopes in the Local Plan 2015 should be respected. 

Our next Councillors’ Surgery and meet your Councillors will be on Thursday 29 April 
at 6.30pm. This will be held by zoom - Meeting ID: 886 6745 4755, Passcode: 984508. If 
you prefer to join by ‘phone, the number is 01314 601196. 

 
Charlotte Cane – 01638 741064     John Trapp – 01223 812120



6



7

Parish Council Notes
I’ll begin with the topic that has taken so much of our time and attention over the past few 
months, namely the application for the development of a retirement village to the rear of 
163-187 High Street. The application was considered by the Planning Committee of East 
Cambridgeshire District Council on 3 March. The Committee members considered a 
substantial report from their Planning Consultant, which took account of all the documents 
submitted including a large number of submissions from local residents. In addition, I was 
able to summarise the key concerns identified by the Parish Council alongside Dr Emma 
MacGrath, who spelt out the potential impact on the Medical Practice and its existing 
patients if a such a major development for potentially higher medical need residents 
were approved.  

The Planning Consultant contended that, although it had been asserted that there is a need 
for such accommodation, the applicant had not shown either that it was needed in this 
location or that the site pro-posed was the only one available. It was stated that the 
“exceptional circumstances” required to secure permission for development within the 
Green Belt had not been demonstrated. 

Cllr Cane, who represents this Ward on the District Council, pointed out that there is a 
now a 7 year land supply for development in the Council area, well in excess of the 5 year 
minimum required. Thus  there is no requirement to accept development outside of the sites 
earmarked within the Local Plan of 2015 (often described as the “development envelope”). 
This is a fundamental challenge to the “exceptional cir-cumstances” argument put forward 
by the applicant. 

When the matter was put to the vote, the decision was taken to refuse the application by 
10 votes to 1. My thanks to everyone who took the time to submit their comments on this 
key issue. 

Turning to smaller but still important matters, I am pleased to let you know that the 
renovation of the bus shelter has been completed, which we hope will provide a more 
pleasant environment while you are waiting for the bus.  

Councillor Mathew Shuter, who has represented this Ward on the County Council for the 
past 16 years, announced that he is standing down at the election in May. We thanked him 
for all that he has done on our behalf over that time and wish him well for the future. 

As I write, we have seen the first step to exiting of lockdown with schools returning and 
I want to thank everyone who has made the sacrifices necessary to get us to this point. The 
Prime Minister has made it clear that the progression through the next steps of easing is 
dependent on our progress in reducing Covid 19 infection levels. Residents have recently 
raised concern over the number of positive cases in this Ward, when compared with other 
other local areas. Whatever the reason, I would encourage everyone to maintain the 
precautions that have helped us progress this far. This will help ensure we are able to reach  
the next steps in the Government’s timetable. 

With best wishes for Easter. 
Jon Ogborn - Chair, Bottisham Parish Council 



8



9

Mothers’ Union
As a follow up to the Women’s Aid Refuge Christmas Gift Appeal, to which members of the 
local community also donate, I felt it appropriate to pass on current news of how the Refuge is 
coping during the pandemic.   

This past year has been a particularly difficult and busy one, due mainly to the pandemic and 
the restrictions imposed by the lockdowns.  Putting measures in place to keep everyone at the 
Refuge safe from the virus has been a real challenge. There has been an increase in the demand 
for places as domestic violence has increased across the country, but the Refuge can only 
accommodate eight women and their children at any given time. As soon as one moves on to 
their own accommodation their place has been immediately filled 

During lockdown they had to make the decision not to accept any donations of goods so 
would-be donors have had to keep the goods on hold.  

As reported in the run up to Christmas, to comply with Covid restrictions, the Refuge could 
only accept Supermarket vouchers or money for their Christmas Appeal.  The staff at the 
Refuge do not distribute all the vouchers to the women residing there over the Christmas 
period, but throughout the year as new residents arrive in need of financial support until they 
begin to receive their benefits. 

The Lady Day Service on 25 March was held virtually on Zoom, and led by Revd. Michael 
Banyard, MU Diocesan Chaplain. 

For the time being Mothers’ Union meetings remain suspended, but as the lockdown eases 
we hope to plan for resuming our fellowship and social activities together. 

We wish all readers a blessed Easter. 
Ann Langran 

NEW APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

CCC/21/014/VAR, Bottisham Primary School, The retention of a 7 bay (21m x 8.7m) mobile 
classroom for a temporary period until 31 August 2024 with the retention of two scooter pods 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS APPROVED 

20/01763/FUL, The Glebe, 113 High Street, Demolition of existing rear single storey 
extension with flat roof. Replace with new single storey rear extension across full width of 
the original house footprint 

21/00011/FUL, 4 Thomas Christian Way, Bottisham CB25 9DX 

Replace double wooden garage doors with single aluminum door 

PLANNING APPLICATION REFUSED 

20/00296/OUM, Land rear of 163 to 187 High Street,  Development of retirement care village

Planning Notes
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N.C.S. 
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 
l OIL&GAS BOILERS 
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED 
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING 
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL  
07824 727277 or 01638 662760 

EMAIL 
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

WEBSITE 
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk  

 
*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount 

Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance 
- Competitive rates -

Services include
• Plumbing 
• Heating & Servicing 
• Bathrooms 
• Commercial

Cambridge based plumbing,

heating and specialists in

bathroom installations

T: 01223 812280    M: 07747552232    E: hello@sglawplumbing.co.uk    www.sglawplumbing.co.uk
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Red2Green supports adults with Learning Disabilities or Autism through our Options 
activities or our Aspirations learning programme. We have two sites, Park End in 
Swaffham Bulbeck and the Community Café and Garden at Lode Road in Bottisham. 

During April we are celebrating Autism Awareness Month. We are publishing many stories 
about autism on our social media channels, and are breaking down some of the myths. You can 
follow this at www.facebook.com/red2greeninfo 

COMMUNITY CAFÉ AND GARDEN - Our Bottisham site has become a hive of activity, 
we have been recycling old pallet wood and making planters, ornaments, bird boxes galore! We 
are nurturing our summer plants and will have a wide variety for you ready soon! 

We have been selling plants, veg, compost and our handmade goodies which even include 
dog biscuits of all sorts of flavours. There is an honesty table out in the entrance to the sensory 
garden and if you order through our website we can provide delivery to the surrounding villages. 

We are continuing to keep the community café closed for the foreseeable future, as we need 
to keep our learners safe. This won’t be forever, and we are looking forward to the day that we 
can safely reopen. 

We will have many offers available for you in April, with the week beginning 5 April being 
Community Garden Week, and 27 April is National Gardening Week. Why not spruce up your 
garden ready for the summer with our homemade planters. Go to www.red2green.org to order 
online or visit us whilst out for a walk. 

COGS2COMPUTERS - Cogs2Computers has been flowing along nicely despite the current 
lockdown and unfortunate situation we have found ourselves in with reduced numbers of clients 
and learners in.  

Throughout January and February, we have focused on the Then and Now project which 
looked at the developments in technology from the year someone was born and a comparison to 
what is available now. Clients and learners (and staff) have really enjoyed this personal aspect 
of the project and journey. We have found out about developments in gaming history, the first 
laptop, IBM's Deep Blue computer beating a chess grand master and how animation from Pixar 
has brought us some of our favourite films along with many more. There has been some amazing 
work produced by clients participating at home. George, one of our learners, made an amazing 
YouTube video about Pixar.  

Going forward We are now working on our International Women's month project in 
conjunction with the official day of the 8th March. This month will look at the amazing 
contributions women have made to the development of technology and celebrate their 
achievements. There are many activities planned, including watching the film Hidden Figures 
which focuses on the NASA space race in the 1960's, and the struggles of black women and their 
vital contribution to this. We also have quizzes, art and sensory projects. We have invited an 
influential woman from the local Cambridge technology community to speak to us and our 
project partner, Swaffham Bulbeck Primary school about their journey and where they are now.  

Community Engagement: We are still looking for people who would be happy to spend 5 

Red2Green News - www.red2green.org 

Continued on page 13



12

M&P  
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN 

 
Patios, Block Paving, Fencing, 

Turfing and all Gardening needs. 
 

References available on request. 
 

Local tradesman • Free estimates 
 

PLEASE CALL 

01223 811144 
MOB 07837 358550 

also Classic Wedding Car Hire 
White Citroen DS21 

 
Tel: 01638 662439 
www.rbristley.co.uk
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TAKE CARE IN THE KITCHEN  
Most kitchen fires occur when people 

are distracted or leave things 
unattended. Make sure you stay safe 
when cooking, and follow our top tips: 

• Don't leave pans unattended. Take 
them off the heat if you have to leave 
the room. 

• Keep electrical leads, tea towels and 
cloths away from the cooker. 

• Keep the oven, hob and grill clean. 
A build-up of fat and grease can easily 
catch fire. 

And most importantly, make sure you have working smoke alarms in your home. They 
will alert you to a fire and give you precious minutes to escape to safety. Make sure you 
have one on every floor of your home, and test them regularly. You can buy them from most 
large supermarkets, DIY stores and online.

For more information or to get in touch contact us at firefire@cambsfire.gov.uk or on 0800 9179994. 
Like us on Facebook for regular updates www.facebook.com/cambsfrs or follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs. 

minutes talking to one of our support workers for the project about their use of technology 
throughout the pandemic and how it has changed for them, any improvements in their skills and 
connecting them to the outside world. We are especially interested in talking to people over 50 
years young and those who are new to keeping in touch via technology. This would be recorded 
and used in our project summary and social media. It's really nothing to worry about and we can 
help you with any concerns and setting you up.  If this isn't for you but you know someone who 
would like to be involved please do contact us at info@red2green.org 

HARVEY’S AND GRANARY BARNS AT PARK END - At our barns in Swaffham 
Bulbeck we have continued to support those learners who really need us. We have been 
completing arts and crafts activities, going for walks, playing games, cooking and enjoying the 
Cogs2Computers activities. One Aspirations group is completing a health and fitness 12-week 
challenge with lots of walking and learning to cook healthy meals from scratch. 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT US - Red2Green provides a vital service for those that we 
support and their families. The COVID-19 restrictions have made it tougher, and we are so 
grateful to everyone who supports us, however small. 

• Buy your plants and gifts from us and tell your friends! 
• Do your online shopping through AmazonSmile and the giving machine, setting your 

chosen charity to ‘Turning the Red Lights Green’ 
• Donate at www.justgiving.com/red2green  

continued from page 11
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Newmarket (01638) 662439  
Mobile 07970 038404 
www.rbristley.co.uk

• Drains Unblocked Fast 
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks 
• Guttering and Downpipes 
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys 
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Domestic and industrial 
• All Work Guaranteed
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Bottisham Village College Adult Learning 
Thank you for your patience and support over the last few months where Covid-19 
restrictions have made it difficult for us to provide some courses. 

Now that we can see light at the end of the tunnel we are looking forward to welcoming 
you back. 

To build up our programme we are recruiting new tutors, so if you have skills in the 
following areas and are passionate about your subject, do you have spare time to teach an 
Adult Learning course?  

Arts and Crafts • Cookery • Dance • Eco/Environmental/Upcycling 
Health and Wellbeing • ICT Skills • Languages (including BSL) • Music 

or anything else…..?  
If so, please contact us for further information: 

www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning 
Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org 

Facebook: BottishamAdultCommunityLearning or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott

Twenty-two people have been entertained, educated and challenged on a ten week Zoom 
course tutored by Marina Burrell. The course on ‘The Soul of Russian Music with Great 
19th Century Composers’ has included works by Glinka, Borodin, Rimsky Korsakov, 
Mussorgsky, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov and more. We have learnt about the influence of 
folk music, fairy tales, and the seasons in opera and the inspiration of the Orient and 
Literature. 

It has been a well organised and interactive course that has provided us with links to 
ballets, operas, symphonies and films to watch between sessions. I think we shall now listen 
to Russian music with a greater understanding. Helen Cole 

Bottisham Adult Learning Association (BALA)

Here at the college, we are always looking at ways to enhance the school environment to 
promote wellbeing and encourage wildlife. 

At a recent meeting our wonderful Eco group said they wanted to plant bulbs at the 
entrances of the college and were wondering if anyone had any bulbs that they haven’t 
planted or no longer want which they could plant when the times right. 

We would also be grateful for any wildflower seeds if possible. Please drop off at 
reception or we are happy to pick-up any heavy items should we be lucky enough to get any. 

You can communicate with me Steve Bennett via e-mail on sbennett@bottishamvc.org 
Thank you very much - Eco Group BVC 

Plea from the BVC
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POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS 
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING: 

 
 • Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume 

jewellery • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics • 
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass 

• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools 
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered 

 
Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid. 

Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194 

WANTED
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Last month’s ‘Jolley Old World’ gave a very one-sided view of a serious and complex issue. Racial 
discrimination ruins lives and blights society. It is not enough to not condone racism, we must confront 
it; reject it and offer support and understanding to its victims. 

I cannot agree with the suggestion that people faced with racist abuse should close their social media 
accounts. That’s what the racist bullies want – for the targets of their abuse to disappear from public view 
- their racist imagery has no place in it for successful black people making reasoned arguments; they want 
to silence black voices. 

Any radical movement is made up of many people and has ‘hangers-on’, it’s not difficult to find hot 
heads and extremists and get quotes from them that are ‘threatening and menacing’. Black Lives Matter 
UK sums up its aims as –  

“We stand together across the globe to change the world, we kneel together in peace and solidarity 
asserting Black people are treated as equals to White people.”  

Far from being ‘threatening and menacing’ they are simply asking for their human right to be treated 
as equals.  

Many of our statues, street names and ‘fine institutions’ date from a time when Britain was benefiting 
from the spoils of Empire and the slave trade. They therefore present a skewed view of the best of British 
society and it is valuable to consider the wider view. To Richard Morrison it may appear that organisations 
are reviewing their roles in colonialisation and slavery ‘without serious reflection or consultation’, but he 
is wrong. He cites as an example the National Trust’s report examining the links between its properties 
and colonialism and slavery. The Charity Commission reviewed that report and how it was commissioned, 
their Director of Regulatory Services, Helen Earner said: 

“In this instance, the National Trust was able to provide us with a well-reasoned response, supported 
by clear evidence of how it had carefully considered how this interim report fitted with its charitable 
objects, and we are satisfied that there are no grounds for regulatory action against the Trust.” 

Greene King has acknowledged that its founder Benjamin Greene “own[ed] cane sugar plantations in the 
West Indies where he owned enslaved Africans and profited from their labour. He wrote columns in his 
own newspaper that were critical of those campaigning for the abolition of slavery and he was financially 
compensated when slavery was abolished.”  

We need to understand our nation’s history – the good and the bad. It’s not easy to accept that people 
we venerate for their good works were sometimes also involved in oppression and exploitation of people 
based on race. It’s hard to think of some of our elegant stately homes being funded from income from the 
slave trade. Its jarring to think that the British army who fought so bravely and lost so many to defend 
freedom in Europe were violently supressing freedom movements in Africa and India. But they are all part 
of our nation’s history and it is important that we do face up to the full picture. 

I feel we do need to reconsider who is honoured with statues and street names and how we present a 
full history of those so honoured. Imagine being a black child in Bristol, walking past the statue of Edward 
Colston, or down streets named after him, seeing his name on Bristol institutions, celebrating his 
generosity to the City and not understanding why there is no public acknowledgement of his role in the 
slave trade. This would cause offence, hurt and anguish and we should not allow that to continue. I don’t 
like mob rule and do not support toppling statues, but we do need a proper discussion which leads to 
change so that we can create a public realm which makes all citizens feel a valued part of our society. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Charlotte Cane 

Dear Editor
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G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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News from Tim...a Vinophile
It’s beginning to get a bit warmer, the days are getting longer and even the lockdown 
appears to be easing. We may not be able to have the Easter break we are hoping for but we 
can certainly treat ourselves to some delicious wine to accompany our special meal. 

Traditionally roast lamb is the order of the day and often this is paired with the Spanish 
wine Rioja.  

Rioja is region in the Basque province in the north of Spain. Although produced as a 
white and rose wine it is the red version that most of us will have tried. The principle grape 
is tempranillo and this type of wine can be traced back to the 9th century. 

Red Rioja is classified into three types based on ageing; Crianza, Reserva and Gran 
Reserva. The wine is aged in a 225 litre barrel and then in the bottle. As a general rule the 
longer the ageing the smoother the wine. 

Crianza: The period of aging in oak barrels and bottles must be a minimum of two 
calendar years from 1 October of the year of the harvest in question, followed and 
complemented by aging in the bottle. The minimum time that must remain in the barrel is 
one year. 

Reserva: The period of aging in oak barrels and bottles must be a minimum of thirty-six 
months, with a minimum time of twelve months in oak barrels. 

Gran Reserva: The wine must have a minimum of time in barrel of twenty-four months, 
followed and supplemented with an aging in bottle of at least thirty-six months. 

Like most wines you don’t always have to pay top dollar to get a tasty tipple. Look out 
for Valdepeñas. It’s the same grape as Rioja but nowhere near the same price. 

If you prefer white to red avoid anything too acidic why not try an oak aged Chardonnay 
or a Gewurstraminer with your roast lamb?  

Next month we’ll be embracing spring and looking at what wines can be drunk outdoors 
as we emerge from Lockdown 3.0. I’d love to hear what you enjoy drinking al fresco. Drop 
me an email vinophile7@gmail.com 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Anciano Gran Clasico Valdepeñas - £9 Co-op 
Tempranillo grapes hand-picked from 30 year-old vines in late August/early September. 

Valdepeñas means “valley of stones”. A red-berry flavoured oak aged wine perfect for 
Spanish wine lovers. Great with Sunday Roasts 

Rioja Crianza 2017, Dehesa de Lantana - £7.99 Majestic Wines 
Just a short period in oak means this Crianza's all about the fruit. Aromas of raspberry, 

blueberry and oak meet mild hints of spice and toast. It's an elegant, full-bodied red with a 
luxuriously long finish. 

Paul Blanck Gewurztraminer - £14.99 Waitrose 
Accomplished and fine Gewürztraminer with white flower and violet aromas followed 

by an exotic palate of fresh lychee, fruit, subtle ginger spice and a backnote of sweet 
Turkish delight. Poised and elegant throughout.
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Hoping to meet you all 
again before too long.  

 
Take care of yourselves.  

 
Helen

IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN 
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Send details of Item, price and landline Phone Number 
to BottishamCresset@gmail.com. Max. 5 Items. Entries by 12th of the month for next 
months issue. 
DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL 
Garden table Recent purchase (2020), black steel framed,  

85cm.sq., glass topped, c/w 4 mesh chairs with arms. £85 811539

Sales, Wants and Swaps

CARE AND 
COMPANIONSHIP 

TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS 
 

• Fully Insured 
• DBS Checked 

• Member of NACAS  
References available on request. 

 
Tel:  

07508 214620 
Email: 

Cheryl.wingfield@googlmail.com 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 April. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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Sorry to say that there are no plans at the moment to meet up. The Committee are in 
discussion with each other, and Bottisham Sports and Community Club and Queens Court 
re meeting venues, and are waiting on further Government advice. 

Subscriptions are due on 1st April and the subscription this year will not be the nationally 
recommended £44 but cost only £30. This reflects the reduced expenses we incurred 
last year.  

We shall miss our Annual meeting for the second year running (the Committee will 
continue) but I thought you would like to see the Annual Report written by our Secretary 
Jenn White. 
 
 

My report for 2020 
Is really not that long 
Ideas we had aplenty 

And then it all went wrong. 
 

No speakers, cakes or cups of tea 
Our meetings are “on hold” 

No trips, or walks – we all agree 
We must do as we’re told. 

 
The monthly newssheet brings us cheer 

Goodie bags and raffle too 
We’ve tried to show you through the year 

We have not forgotten you. 
 

On behalf of your committee 
I say – members do not fret 

Better times will come – you’ll see 
WI ain’t finished yet! 

 
 

A minor point, but walks have continued outside lockdown periods but from the Triangle 
not using cars and limited to groups of 6. 

We start our 103rd year in March and were the first Institute to be formed in Cambridge 
so we are not giving in any time soon  

Sylvia Overton  

Bottisham WI 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 April. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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A small international school in Fulbourn, South of Cambridge,  
welcoming pupils aged from 4 to 16  years. 

We have experienced and enthusiastic teachers delivering a broad and engaging 
curriculum to small classes of pupils from Britain and beyond.  We offer excellent 

pastoral care and are non-selective academically. Transport via school minibuses from 
central Cambridge and surrounding villages.  

To arrange a visit, please call: 
 Mary Greer on 01223 755100/07400 584015  

or email mary.greer@landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk 
www.landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk 

Landmark International School is a registered charity. 

D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW 
 

COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
 

Family run business for 40 years 
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost 

 
TEL: David Till; 01223 232947  Kevin Crisp; 07523044521  

Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk
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Did  know if you’re affected by 
Cancer as a patient, family member or 
carer, you can access support at local 
charity Cambridge Cancer Help 
Centre (CCHC), based in Great 
Shelford.  

How many times have you passed 
The Centre, based in the David Rayner 
Building (at Scotsdales Garden 
Centre) and wondered what goes on inside? In more normal times, CCHC provides a 
welcoming community hub with a range of activities to enhance physical, mental and 
emotional wellbeing from Mondays to Wednesdays. 

Since the Centre temporarily closed its doors in March last year, due to Covid 
restrictions, staff and dedicated volunteers have continued to provide much needed support 
virtually. 

Ted Sage, Chair of Board of Trustees said “It’s vitally important that those affected by 
cancer feel supported during and after their cancer diagnosis. Often, once there is a break 
in treatment, people are left not knowing where to turn for help adjusting to their situation 
and with the physical and mental scars left behind.” 

CCHC has a range of free online support sessions available, including relaxation, 
mindfulness and fatigue management as well as Macmillan Hope courses. Telephone 
emotional support sessions, bereavement support and Bach Flower remedy consultations 
provide additional comfort and self-help reflexology videos give people a resource to help 
themselves. The new weekly “Talking Together” online social sessions are proving popular 
and are a great place to start, providing a safe place to chat to others who understand.  

Full contact details, support information and how to book sessions can be found on the 
CCHC website: https://www.cambridgecancerhelp.org/  Updates are also posted regularly 
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeCancerHelpCentre and Twitter 
https://twitter.com/CamCancerHelp 

If you are affected yourself, or have witnessed a family member or friend go through 
cancer, and are struggling, don’t be alone. CCHC is here for you. All you need do is phone 
07909118432 or email contact@cambridgecancerhelp.org

Cambridge Cancer Help Centre

Cambridge Cancer Help Centre, 120 Cambridge Road, Great Shelford, Cambridge CB22 5JT 
01223 840105 | contact@cambridgecancerhelp.org | www.cambridgecancerhelp.org 

Charity number 1188745

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 April.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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OvenPad 
Cleaning Services 

 
I will professionally & efficiently 

clean ovens, ranges, Agas,  
ceramic hobs, extractors, 

microwaves and BBQs. 
 

It’s a dirty job, why 
not give me a call? 

 
Contact Paddy Kelly on 
Tel: 01638 742703 
Mob: 07752 631343 
Email: info@ovenpad.com 
Website: www.ovenpad.com

PEST
PROBLEM?
CALL DRE PEST CONTROL
01954 230708
07789 502556

• Commercial & Residential
• One - off Call Outs
• Management Contracts

Cambridge & surrounding areas
www.drepestcontrol.co.uk
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SN Handyman Services 
A friendly and reliable service for all  

your general home and garden maintenance.  
 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass 
Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant 

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds  
▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing  

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…! 
 

Free estimates & advice given on all work 
References available upon request. 

 
P L E A S E  C A L L   

Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701 
50 Commercial End ▶ Swaffham Bulbeck ▶ CB25 0NE. 
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News from Bottisham Medical Practice 
Patients’ Participation Group

COVID VACCINATIONS: These are proceeding as planned.  When you are due for a 2nd 
jab you will be invited by the practice so please do not call them in advance.   

DISPENSARY: The prescription delivery service is in operation and leaflets are being 
distributed for those who wish to take up this option. 

ACUTE PRESCRIPTIONS: Please wait 3 hours after a prescription that has been generated 
via a phone or video consultation before collecting it.  This will ensure that the prescription 
has been received in dispensary and dispensed.  If you cannot pick up your medication, 
please let the GP know so they can put arrangements in place to get your medication to 
you.   

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS:  Please do not to attend the practice until 5 working days after 
ordering these. Social distancing is still a challenge in the dispensary and there are fewer 
staff working in the actual dispensary because of this, which is why they are continuing to 
work to a five day turnaround time.  This also means that if a certain drug has to be ordered 
it provides time to get drug supplies in.   Please do not ring or attend the practice to see if 
the prescription is ready before the 5 days is up. 

NEXT MEETING: To be arranged and will be held virtually via Zoom.  If you would like to 
join the Zoom meeting please email our chairman at s.j.gilson@btinternet.com who will 
send you a meeting invite.  AGM meeting due at the end of April.  

Bottisham Patient’s Participation Group. 

Bottisham and District Gardening Club

I have been asked (with many others) to report on what is happening with our associations. 
I am sorry but I have nothing to report. We are all lying low and busy looking after our 
gardens.    

Be assured that meetings will resume at The Bottisham Community Sports and Social 
Club when Government restrictions are lifted, the Club has reopened and larger groups will 
be able to come together. 

We are looking forward to seeing all our members and possibly some new faces. 
We will let you know when we can resume. I expect the Village grapevine will make you 

aware  
We are further forward to “normality” but still in the great unknown so “We’ll meet 

again, I know where but not when” 
Please take care and look after yourselves. 

Sylvia Overton  

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 April. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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• Banners, Swing Signs & A-Boards
• Business Cards
• Leaflets & Brochures
• Labels, Stickers & Magnetics
• Shop Fascias
• Site Boards
• Vehicle Graphics
• Window Graphics & Films
• Web Design

01223 214 294
info@footprintsigns.co.uk

www.footprintsignsandgraphics.com

 m Creative cutting 
m Hair up 

m Colouring 
m Colour correction 

m Perming
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Public Transport Matters
Now that things are slightly opening up there are a few more passengers on the buses at 

certain times of the day.  School buses are back.  
There are ongoing works at various railway stations at weekends and buses are available to 

provide connection services. Stagecoach is hoping to extend its 300 million pounds loan from 
the Bank of England for a further year as it is not sure when and whether people will go back 
to work. Might they prefer to continue working from home - WFH.?  

A joint venture between Stagecoach East and the Greater Cambridge Partnership to improve 
air quality in the city has involved the introduction 12 months ago of electric zero emission 
buses. They have driven 50,000 miles. They use state of the art batteries that use regenerative 
braking to recharge every time the bus slows down. A full charge takes 8 hours overnight.  

Rail firms could be profiting from the 170% rise in replacement buses. Some changes have 
been made to rail timetables with priority being given to key workers. However there is 
expected to be increased use at the weekends as we gradually come out of lockdown. 

Daniel Zeichner MP is making enquiries about the finance for the Cambridge South station. 
Work is now going well on building the new Soham railway station. There are now 
replacement buses between Ipswich and Peterborough via Ely until August 30th. The new 
stop in Soham is in Station Road.  

People in Newmarket are fighting to keep the Wetherby railway crossing open. There are 
plans to upgrade several level crossings as they are viewed as a risk. There is an interface 
between road users and the railways. The signalling system first installed in the 1980s is 
reaching the end of its expected operational life.  

Cuts are being made to the plans for the HS2 Euston station. Protesters against HS2 have 
been in tunnels dug under the station. There is to be an integrated rail plan for the North of 
England and the Midlands. Flexible season tickets could be introduced to. help people who 
only need to go into work 2 or 3 days a week. 

Hitachi has committed to building more of the rolling stock in the UK. Competition hots 
up for the contract to build the high powered HS2 trains to go between London, Birmingham 
and beyond. 

If you are planning a holiday, we are told of the trains in Scotland travelling through 
beautiful countryside and scenery. 

Rail info. 08457 48 49 50      Traveline. 08712 00 22 33 
Happy travelling. - take care and keep safe and well - Paddy James 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 April. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com 

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset?  
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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Carpentry Services 

TONY MARTIN 

Over 30 years experience 

Any carpentry jobs 
undertaken — BIG or small 

Call Tony  
for a free estimate 
Tel: 01223 812786 

(Bottisham) 
Mobile: 07767475987

Tel: 01223 813279  
 Mobile 07711 578687

 
• Patios 
• Paving 

• Footings 
• Drainage  

• Fencing & More 

LM  
GROUNDWORKS & 

LANDSCAPING 

Tel: 01638 743627 
Mobile: 07934 642716
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ANGLIA TREE CARE 
 

LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 
 

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE 

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED 
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE 
All work carried out to BS 3998  

Free Estimates Given within 7 days 
 

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK 
M E M B E R   
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching • 
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs & 
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners • 
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

Offering a high quality 
carpentry and small works 
service in Bottisham and 

the surrounding area. 
 

    FLOORING • HANGING NEW DOORS
KITCHEN RENOVATIONS • DECORATING • 

TILING • LANDSCAPING 
BESPOKE CARPENTRY 

 
 
 

07703 043243 
SNealCarpentry@Gmail.com 

@S.Nealcarpentry 

S.NEAL  
Carpentry and Small Works

codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching • 
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs & 
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners • 
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are 
givers and not takers of 
positive energy. ANONYMOUS



35



36

PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 
 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised & 
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

 

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s  
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management 

 

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email 
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com 
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01223 352170 01638 663705
Cambridge Newmarket

0203 7863145
London

01920 485245
Ware

01763 242222
Royston

01954 781963
Longstanton

01223 352170
Swaffham

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPERTY NEEDS

Your local independent property agency.
A family business operating since 1959.

CALL OUR OFFICES TO ARRANGE A
FREE VALUTATION

sab.co.uk

cambridge@sab.co.uk newmarket@sab.co.uk

Lettings
Estate Management
Property Insurance
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Tax treatment is based on individual circumstances  
and may be subject to change in the future
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Sales, servicing, repairs and sharpening 
of all types of garden machinery. 

Collection and delivery available. 

Friendly, local and professional service.

CW

C.W.KIRK LAWNMOWERS

44 NEWMARKET ROAD  BURWELL  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  CB25 0AE

01638 744 349
CWKIRKLAWNMOWERS.CO.UK

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk
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! Professional tile fitting for homes 
and businesses

! All types of  wall and floor tiles fitted
! Local, friendly and reliable service 

using the latest precision tools
! Trained by the STC Group

Contact Ray for a quote on 
07591 747625 or 

phoenixtilingservices@gmail.com

www.phoenixtilingservices.co.uk

Contact Michele: 
07765 791227 
 01638 508337 

info@pettime-petcare.co.uk
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Well, the remainder of the Test Series in India completed a predictably uncomfortable 
episode in English cricket. The anticipated Indian backlash from the visitors’ stunning 
victory in the first Test was as embarrassing as it was clinical, resulting in a 3-1 home win. 
There are plenty of precedents for home teams exploiting conditions and wickets that play 
to their strengths, but the Indians took this to the extreme of preparing wickets that rendered 
their superior spin attack all but unplayable.  Even Joe Root, nothing more than a part-time 
bowler, returned figures of 5 wickets for 8 runs in the Third Test as the Indian batsmen 
temporarily toiled on a surface that made a mockery of Test cricket.  Whilst it was wonderful 
to have proper cricket back on terrestrial television, courtesy of Channel 4, one can’t help 
thinking that India has perpetrated immeasurable damage to this, the ultimate format of the 
game, through their determination to make themselves unbeatable at home. 

Can you imagine Channel 4, or anyone else for that matter, bidding top dollar for future 
Test series when the matches last only half the allotted duration?  The last three India-
England matches were completed in under three days, under two days and under three days, 
respectively.  That’s a total of less than eight days’ play out of a scheduled 15 days, which 
represents pretty disappointing bang for the TV buck, doesn’t it?  If we want shortened 
matches with quick runs or clattering wickets, we have ODIs and T20 formats.  Let us 
remember that Test cricket is supposed to be ‘Bridge’ to their ‘Snap’! 

It was not without some misgivings that I read about the Brazilian FA’s decision to rename 
the famous Estádio do Maracanã as the “Estádio Rei Pele” (King Pele Stadium).  Now don’t 
get me wrong: not only do I believe that Pele was the greatest footballer who ever lived, he 
was a hero and an inspiration to virtually all sportspeople of a certain vintage, and there is 
no accolade too high for this wonderfully dignified man. (By the way, if you haven’t seen 
the riveting new Netflix documentary on Pele’s life and times yet, I strongly recommend it!)  
However, growing up surrounded by my Dad’s books, I marvelled over stories and images 
of the enormous, exotic crowds of the Maracanã Stadium, an icon of international football, 
the very name fermenting a lifelong desire in a kid’s heart to one day be a part of that 
incredible scene.   

Well, some of you will know that the dream came true in 2013 when the Bottisham boys 
travelled to Rio for the 2-2 match which marked the opening of the refurbished stadium in 
preparation for the World Cup the following year.  I had never shed a tear over a national 
anthem before – particularly someone else’s - but, well…  you just had to be there!  Anyway, 
much as I love the great Edson Arantes do Nascimento, it’ll always be the Maracanã to me! 

Another decision that raised my Nutty eyebrows in March was the proposal by UEFA to 
expand the “Champions League” (sic – I find the absent apostrophe unfeasibly annoying!) 
YET AGAIN!  If ever there was a misnomer, this is surely it.  Call it what it is: the ‘European 
Super League’, or the ‘Making-Rich-Clubs-Richer League’ but stop pretending it’s about 
champions when teams finishing as low as fourth in a national league can qualify for entry.  
UEFA’s plan is to increase the number of teams from 32 to 36 and add four extra dates before 

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 43
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SECURE CONTAINER 
STORAGE 

10ft and 20ft   
IDEAL FOR BUSINESS OR PRIVATE STORAGE. 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN BOTTISHAM 

Call 07841 930065 
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Christmas to accommodate the fixtures, a move which would squeeze the already jammed 
domestic programme until the pips squeak.  The majority of English clubs have not yet 
pinned their colours to any particular mast but most, I’m sure, will worry greatly about the 
further downgrading of domestic competitions, which would knock-on throughout the 
leagues.  I can foresee a reduction of the number of teams in the Premier League, the further 
sidelining of the FA Cup, and the abolition of the vital revenue-generating League Cup, if 
UEFA’s plans go through.  The Crystal Palace chairman, for one, has already described the 
effect of this on English football as “devastating”. 

I do so wish UEFA would consult the Sports Nut on such matters.  Here is a much more 
sensible and equitable alternative: restore the European Cup as a tournament for national 
League Champions; restrict the Europa League to teams finishing second and third in 
national leagues, plus respective League Cup winners; and reintroduce the European Cup-
Winners’ Cup for national knock-out cup winners.  This would not only resolve the 
ridiculous present fixture congestion, but also increase the importance of both FA Cup and 
League Cup and give the so-called smaller teams more of a chance of European competition.  
This would certainly widen the circle of the money-go-round.  I also believe it could result 
in a more even distribution of top players because there would be opportunities to play in 
Europe without necessarily having to wear the colours of a ‘top four’ side (where they might 
spend frustrating hours on the bench, anyway).  Any other ideas out there…?! 

For the second month running, I beg your indulgence for me to vent some further cycling-
related concerns, generated during long, lonely, lockdown hours on the road, fighting the 
ageing process to maintain a modicum of bodily fitness!  Potholes are becoming such a 
frequent and serious hazard, now, that one wonders how long it will be before a more serious 
injury befalls one of our intrepid CB25ers.  (Between us, we already have a number of non-
life-threatening, but painful, mishaps in our antecedents!)  A recent study by Cycling UK 
quoted 448 deaths or serious injuries linked to poor British road surfaces in the period 
between 2007 and 2018.  This is against a backdrop of more than half of all local authorities 
suffering cuts in road maintenance budgets, and 90% of councils failing to repair all their 
potholes within the recommended timeframes.   

One of the problems, of course, is the definition of a ‘serious’ pothole!  Normally, repairs 
to ‘non-serious’ potholes are supposed to be effected within three months, whilst ‘serious’ 
ones are required to be dealt with inside 24 hours.  But – I kid you not – we road cyclists 
encounter holes (even in Bottisham High Street!) that would pitch us off and have us 
munching tarmac every single time we ride!  The trouble is that, whilst a pothole, say – a 
square foot in area and three inches in depth – would cause only an inconsequential thump 
under a motorist’s wheels, it could easily be fatal to the cyclist.  Obviously, we remain ever-
vigilant and communicative when out riding together, but taking evasive action can bring its 
own difficulties, such as brushes with overtaking cars or, at least, incurring the ire of 
impatient drivers!  I implore all road-users to understand the risks caused by dangerous road 
surfaces and I urge our local authorities to start spending their new £500 million fund on 
repairing the nation’s 10 million potholes, soonest! 

TTFN - Gerry Daish 

(Sports Nut continued.)
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Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.
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REFUSED…  
 
I make no apologies for the euphoric sounds emanating from our household at around 

5pm on Wednesday 3rd March when the Chair of the East Cambs Planning Committee 
announced that the application for a Retirement Village had been REFUSED… 

Despite contrived claims by the applicant, the Planning Committee was not satisfied that 
the development demonstrated the ‘very special circumstances’ needed to build on Green 
Belt land outside of the Village Development Area and partially in the village Conservation 
Area. Having read the Planning Officer’s guidance to the Planning Committee I noted that 
the application was essentially covered in three sections; Location, Need and Policy where 
Location was the primary consideration. It was therefore incumbent upon the applicant to 
prove that the benefit outweighed the potential damage to the openness of the Green Belt. 
In order to do this the applicant had to show that there was a recognised local need for 
residential care and affordable dwellings and that the application conformed to both 
national and local planning policy. This they were unable to do but they still have the option 
nevertheless to appeal the decision so the fat lady hasn’t sung just yet… 

On the face of it so far so good but what did strike me as disturbing is why a relatively 
well-off local landowner would be so callous as to want to deprive this village of an area 
officially protected and recognised as pleasant open countryside and of high landscape 
value if not solely out of rapaciousness. But then on reflexion and perhaps of even more 
concern were statements made in some of the submissions presented by official Consultees. 
Consultees are principally people and or public bodies who supply/oversee community 
services in a specialised capacity as contrasted to members of the public. This includes 
utility companies, environmental organisations and of course local government 
establishments. 

Firstly, Anglian Water commented that the Bottisham foul water/sewerage system had 
sufficient capacity to accommodate additional flows from new development including the 
Retirement Village. Yet despite members of the public questioning this assertion the AWA 
claim was taken at face value and not challenged by the Planning Authority. This was made 
even more bizarre by the fact that the AWA statement was shown to be at odds with the East 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan where the Plan makes specific mention of the “’works’ 
operating at near to full permitted capacity and that only modest development could 
currently be accommodated without an upgrade.” Furthermore the inadequacy of the 
sewage works was first brought to light by the ‘East Cambridgeshire and Fenland - Outline 
Water Cycle Study, April 2011’ where the entry for Bottisham reads: “The sewage treatment 
works is at capacity and improvement works are required to accommodate growth.”   

Secondly was the Cambridgeshire Highways Authority who could see no threat to road 
safety from a new junction and pedestrian crossing intersecting the High Street within 25m 
of a sweeping bend? This potential hazard was mentioned in many submissions from the 

Jolley Old World

Continued on page 47
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your �irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali�ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.
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public who also recognised the added dangers at this point of ‘on street’ parking and 
children crossing at school peak periods. The Highways site visit was but a single moment 
in time outside of peak hours and during a lockdown period. But this visit formed the 
foundation of their recommendation offering ‘no objection’. To support the local view, 
automatically recorded vehicle volume and speed data from the VAS units was provided 
from 2019 showing that just over 30% of traffic coming into the village past that spot 
exceeded 30mph and that traffic volume was considerably higher than both Highways and 
the applicant were suggesting. Again, the Highways Authority assessment, along with that 
of the applicant, was accepted at face value whereas the plethora of village submissions to 
the effect that road safety/pedestrian safety would be adversely compromised were 
seemingly ignored. 

Thirdly, the input from the Wildlife Trust supported a modelled scenario used by the 
applicant to calculate the impact on biodiversity. Yet it is well understood in environmental 
circles that habitat loss and degradation has been, and still is, the greatest factor affecting 
biodiversity in Britain. Moreover, calculative models of this complexity are invariably 
imprecise and are dependent upon input which at best is subjective and at worst skewed to 
produce a desired result. You would not then be surprised to learn that the applicant’s model 
predicted a biodiversity net gain whereas it is acknowledged by the Wildlife Trust that even 
if habitats are not wholly destroyed by development, they may nonetheless be fragmented 
into smaller areas which may be too small for their plant and animal communities to 
remain viable. 

And finally it was beyond belief that the Conservation Officer offered no objection to a 
service and access road, with its entire street furnishing paraphernalia, cutting through a 
substantial and prominent part of the Bottisham Conservation Area. The conservation ethos 
is to ‘protect and enhance the features and character of the area that make it unique’, and 
this applies equally to landscape, walls, hedgerows and open spaces as it does to buildings. 
Many neighbourhood responses recognised the importance of outlook the Conservation 
Area gave and the potential loss the development would pose. But remarkably this was not 
considered to be equally important as listed buildings. 

At the very least, where factual evidence is provided and reference is made to policy 
conflict, the Planning Authority should challenge the Consultee to substantiate their 
submission. Furthermore, none of these Consultees has the knowledge or understanding of 
how our community works and what we, as residents value and find important. In the case 
of Anglian Water, they should have been required to provide confirmation that upgrade 
work to the sewerage works had indeed been carried out in accordance with policy. 

So emotion apart all this begs the question: who knows the locality best, those who sit at 
desks behind computers and GIS models who see but a single moment in time or those that 
breathe the enduring daily life of the village?  

JOW 
 
   “A lie can travel half way around the world while the truth  

is putting on its shoes.” - Mark Twain
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 East Anglian Air Ambulance
WHEN ONE OF OUR DOCTORS BECAME OUR PATIENT! 

Dr. Patricia Miles was out walking her dog when she was involved in a life-threatening 
collision. Minutes later, in the ‘golden hour’, she was being saved by her colleagues in 
EAAA and flown to Addenbrookes. 

One year on from her accident, Dr Mills, who also works as an Intensive Care Consultant 
at West Suffolk Hospital, has shared her story to show that anyone can need the help of East 
Anglian Air Ambulance at any time. Now Patricia is even more committed to helping others 
in their time of need through the charity-funded service that saved her. Dr Mills has been 
amazing at sharing her story across various media outlets including BBC Breakfast.  Did 
anyone spot her interview? 
CREW EQUIPMENT UPDATE. 

During the course of last year EAAA upgraded its-point-of-care portable ultrasound 
device to provide improved image quality and extra features. One of these features enables 
expert crew members to remotely review all images within 24 hours, providing enhanced 
feedback ultimately improving patient outcomes. Since acquiring this innovative device, 76 
scans have been expertly reviewed by crews within under three months. Valuable kit!  Now, 
The Money Bit! 

Since our last raffle, the EAAA team has done everything possible to keep flying and 
helping our colleagues in hospitals. The past twelve months have been unprecedented and, as 
a charity, we are now seeing the long-term effects of the pandemic on our fundraising. 
Entering our Raffle is one of the many easy ways of supporting the work done by EAAA.  
Please enter NOW for your chance to win £3,000 and thereby help us to continue saving lives. 
NEWS FROM THE FRONTLINE.  

There have been lots of changes to how our crews work on the front line and to keeping 
our patients and crews safe, 

At the end of February our Deputy Medical Director, Doctor Pam, finished her last shift 
with EAAA and hung up her flying suit. Whilst she will remain with the Charity helping 
with the operation, our crews on board the helicopters will miss her deeply. Pam is loved 
by many in the community for her dedication to clinical excellence and for her compassion 
to patients. Thank you, Pam.                  

Together – we save lives - Michael White 

Dear Editor
I write regarding the often mentioned dog fouling in our village. Viz. Jon Ogborn’s comments last month. 

I walk my two dogs every day around the village for about 3 miles. I very very rarely see any dog mess. 
What I do see and pick up is an extraordinary amount of litter. Plastic bottles, food wrapping, cans and 
recently - single discarded gloves! Plus a sign of the times numerous face masks. 

Perhaps give the dog owners a break and concentrate on the litter louts and speeding motorists who are 
the real threat? 

All the best - Stuart Bennett 
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Rebecca Golding  
now has her new salon 

in Burwell 
 

Tues 30 Years’  
9.30am-8pm Experience 

Thurs All aspects of  
9.30am-8pm Hairdressing 

 

Tel. 07742 997474  
 

Free Parking at 
67 Silver Street  

Burwell, CB25 0EF 
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REFLEXOLOGY  
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y  

 
Reflexology has been  

an effective treatment for: 
 

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis  
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including 

PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders • 
Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions 

(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies! 
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old. 

 
Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA 

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 
Telephone: Newmarket 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515 

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com 
Gas Safe Registered
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION   

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS 

TUESDAYS  
6.00pm-8.00pm 

THURSDAYS  
3.00pm-5.00pm 

SATURDAYS  
10.00am-12.00am 

 

Working in Partnership with the 
County Library Service.

 Bottisham Parish Council 
 
CHAIR  
JON OGBORN 3 Woodward Drive 07486 372780  
VICE CHAIR 
WILLIAM CLARKE 5 Bradfords Close 07967 555497  
PARISH COUNCILLORS 
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689 
LEE CHETWYND 82 High Street      07828 980057 
LINO DI LORENZO 15 Peacock Drive 813420 
VICTORIA MARSH 8 Bell Road  813320 
PETER MARTIN 6 Tunbridge Lane 811285 
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230 
BILL SUNNER    Bottisham Stores, High St.    07761 697050 
LAURIE VAN SOMEREN 123 High Street                              811679 
JOHN WILSON 76-78 High Street 07850 332169 
NEIL WINKCUP 07484 899760  
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
CHARLOTTE CANE 34 Swaffham Road, Reach 07976 607512 

Charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk 
JOHN TRAPP 104 Commercial End, Swaffham 812120  

Bulbeck john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk  
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings, 01638 508729 

High St, Brinkley  
Mshuter@btinternet.com 

PARISH CLERK  
JONATHAN GILES The Vicarage, 86 High St. 07789 012761 

Clerk@bottishampc.co.uk
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ..................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK 
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726 
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235 
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558 
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................  
    Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030 
    Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..........................................................................................111 
Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354 
   Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am 

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon 
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111 
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999 
    Police community support officer Ann Austin PCSO 7353 at Ely Police Station ....Contact through 101  
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055 
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Julia Green ......................................................811467 
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049 
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121 
Bottisham Community Primary School: .........................................................................................811235 
Bottisham Cricket Club: Chairman: Will Allen ....................................................................07801 580604 
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457 
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321 
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121 
Bottisham Royal British Legion Branch: Secretary. Peter Walker ..................................................811402
   Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.Britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham 
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040 
Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club: Secretary Graham Darling, 

Bottishamcsasc@gmail.com..............................812063 
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250 
    Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372 
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600  
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Jim Tideswell ...............................................................................812591 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729 
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555 
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Charlotte Cane 34 Swaffham Road, Reach .....07976 607512 
                                                   John Trapp 104 Commercial End, Swaffham Bulbeck .....01223  812120 
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917 
Parish Council Chairman: Jon Ogborn .................................................................................07486 372780 
Parish Council Clerk: Jonathan Giles .......................................clerk@bottishampc.co.uk - 07789 012761 
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905 
MP for Cambs South East Constituency:  
   Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA............................................................................... 

E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk 
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666 
Saplings Preschool: ............................................................................................................................813226 
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674 

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm  
CRESSET Editor: .............................................................................................email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402 
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573 
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com ..................................................01449 675548 
 
The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes 
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot 
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.






